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The fire that heavily damaged Chinese Baptist Church of Forth Worth,
Texas, on Christmas Eve has left its congregation shaken during one of the
most sacred seasons of the year.

News reports about Monday’s fire in Fort Worth do not indicate
whether Chinese Baptist will be able to rebuild, or how soon. But television
and newspaper stories, plus the Southern Baptist congregation’s web site,
indicate that church members are being sustained by their faith.

“First, we are thankful that no one was injured,” a statement on the
church homepage said. But most of all, they are grateful “that in whatever
circumstances, good or bad, God is still God for He promises not to forsake
us.”

The congregation celebrated its 20th anniversary this month and last
worshiped in the sanctuary on Sunday, The Dallas Morning News reported.

No cause has been given for the fire, which was reported shortly after
7 a.m. on Christmas Eve morning. Firefighters told WFAA-TV in Dallas/Fort
Worth that first and smoke damage occurred throughout the building.

For the time being, worship services will be held in the church
fellowship hall, which was not damaged in the blaze. And that’s just fine
with one member of Chinese Baptist Church.

“The fellowship hall may not be big enough, but I think it will bring us
closer together,” M.C. Leung told the television station.

“When you see that, you have the strength to go and be the presence
of Christ.”
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Peace to you all and Merry Christmas at this special moment of
Chinese Baptist Church of Fort Worth. As you all know from the news, the
church was on fire early morning of the day of Christmas Eve. What a
special day and memory to all of us as a part of this spiritual family. My
heart just goes out to the Lord and all of you!! Many of you might ask what
the cause of the fire. The fire investigator has not yet provided an exact
cause or clear explanation at this point. However, we will let all members
know after finding out the cause. It is a joyful day we celebrate the birth of



Jesus Christ but also a forever meaningful event to CBCFW, the church |
always keep in my heart.

First, we are thankful that no one was injured, but the greatest thank is
that in whatever circumstances, good or bad, God is still God for He
promises not to forsake us. In fact, this is the email | ever write with a
heavy but strong comfort from the Lord to you for | know no matter how
there is something great and purpose coming along with it. As we mourn
over the property loss, brothers and sisters, let the faith in Christ keep us
as we walk through this tough moment together. | truly believe that in all
things God works for the good of those who love him. Therefore, hold onto
the faith that the Lord of the church is still in charge and let the love of the
Lord keeps us strong to walk through this hand in hands!! In some ways,
this fire might be a turning point for the church.

For your info, although the sanctuary was damaged, we will still hold
the church Sunday service as usual, but the location will be in the
fellowship hall. The youth service will be held in the children building.
Nothing could deter the church to continue worshipping God!! When faith
tested, | say again let us join hands in hands with joy and love to worship
and witness what God will be doing among us. | believe, as well as all the
church coworkers and all staff ministers, that the fire did not visit with no
purpose!! Let us wait upon the Lord to witness the outcome that God will
show ultimately as we walk through this together.

The church Sunday activities will be held as usual as follow:

Adult Sunday school will be in different classrooms from 9:45-10:45am.

2. Youth service and Sunday school will be in the main hall of the children
building from 9:45-10:45am and 11-12pm, respectively.

3. Children choir and Sunday school will be in the children building
classrooms from 10-11am and 11-12pm respectively.

4. Adult Service will be in the dining hall from 11-12:15am. (We will
facilitate English and Cantonese translation by the time)

5. Lunch is still served after the adult service in the dining hall.
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Here are some items | need you to pray for the church:

1. Pray for the spiritual strength of each brother and sister as we face the
trial together.

2. Pray for the wisdom of the church staff ministers and all coworkers on
how to restore the building.

3. Pray for the meeting with Hartford insurance company as to lay out a
good restoration plan for the building.

4. Pray for the church Sunday services and all other weekly activities
during this period of adjustment.



5. Pray for a quick restoration of the building.
6. Pray for each one of us that this is the time we bond together in God's
love to face the trial

My heart goes out to the Lord and prays for each one of you. In fact, |
really need you all to walk with me in Christ to face this trial! May the words
of God keep us encouraged.

Romans 8:35-39

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it
is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered
as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

In Christ, Tommy Wong, Minister of Chinese Baptist Church of Fort
Worth
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